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member in this connection is that chastisement is safe and sure
as a measure to teach baby to stop doing something, but is most
uncertain and never safe as a measure to make him do some-
thing.
When It Is Wise to Be Cautious. Baby's fingers may need
to be slapped to teach him to let books alone, and the parent
may know that he can enforce this restriction; but let the
parent take it upon himself or herself to make a child pick up
his blocks, or eat his vegetable, or close the door, by any method
of punishment, however severe, and he can never be sure of
winning out. He may in the effort "lose face" himself, do great
harm to the child's nervous system, and still fail completely as
far as enforcing his command is concerned. The wise father or
mother will be very cautious about creating any such issue. If
such a situation arises, we may safely say that it is practically
always due to an error in judgment on the parent's part.
A Psychological Situation. In the first place, as has
already been suggested, the child may not understand the situa-
tion. Because of emotional excitement he may get a distorted
idea of what is asked of him. In the second place, he may, be-
cause of this emotionalism, fail not only to understand just what
is wanted but also how to carry it out. He may actually lose for
the moment the initiative ability necessary to do as he is told.
Under such conditions, it may be almost psychologically im-
possible for the child to comply—his emotional reaction over-
whelming any power he might have of reason or judgment in
the matter. Even under normal conditions, children vary in their
power of response, and while obedience has to be expected, yet
it is not in every little child's nervous system to respond like a
little automaton to the parent's abrupt command, just as the
electric current to the pressure of a button. Time must be given
for him to digest the import of the command (if command it
must be), and then time for him to summon his powers of initia-
tion. So it may normally take a minute or two for the child to be
able to obey. In that minute the parent's stem repetition may
frighten away entirely such power. Try telling your child, only
once, firmly and quietly to do something, Then leave the room
or turn your attention to something else, as if you had no

